THE NAVY NURSE CORPS 


By ESTHER V. HASSON 

Superintendent of the Nurse Corps, United States Navy 

The only admission to the Nurse Corps of the Navy since the list 
published in the November Journal, is that of Mary Carter Nelson, a 
graduate of the Johns Hopkins Hospital. Miss Nelson served a few 
months during the Spanish War as an Army nurse on duty at the mili¬ 
tary hospital at Chicamauga Park. Of late years Miss Nelson has been 
engaged in tuberculosis work under the Board of Health of the City of 
New York. 

As the Navy Corps is as yet in its infancy, there is but little to 
write about it in regard to the actual scope of the work. This first few 
months is, as it were, an experimental period during which time the 
whole situation is being carefully studied with a view to formulating such 
rules and regulations for the government of the Corps as actual experi¬ 
ence may prove to be necessary. 

The uniform for the Corps, as recommended by the superintendent, 
and approved by the Surgeon-General and Secretary of the Navy, will 
be as follows: 

Shirtwaist, skirt, and belt of light weight, white cotton drilling, 
made according to prescribed patterns and measurements; Bishop collar; 
cap of white Persian lawn with one inch band of black velvet; on the 
left sleeve of the uniform half-way between the shoulder and elbow will 
be embroidered the u Geneva Red Cross ”; the pin which will be the 
special insignia of the corps will be about the size of a silver quarter, 
made of heavy gold plate with dull rough surface. The design in blue 
enamel will be that of an anchor combined with the caduceus, immedi¬ 
ately under the design will be the letters TJ. S. N. also in blue enamel. 
Nurses will not be allowed to wear this pin until after the completion 
of the first six months of service, as this is, in a way, a probationary 
period during which their suitability for military nursing will be judged. 

The plans for the nurses’ quarters in Washington are already drawn, 
and when completed will be well adapted for the purpose, and will 
compare favorably with the modern homes provided for the pupils of 
thoroughly up-to-date training schools. It is the wish of the Surgeon- 
General to have each new set of quarters built for the nurses a model of 
its kind. In some instances it will be necessary to remodel old sets 
of quarters; when this is done the result will not be quite so satisfactory 
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but it is expected that even these will be thoroughly comfortable. The 
quarters in Washington are to be built on the grounds of the Naval 
Medical School Hospital. They will be delightfully situated, and many 
of the windows will overlook the Potomac. Ample provision has been 
made for bathing facilities, reception and living rooms. We scarcely 
expect them to be ready for occupancy under two years, and this seems 
a long time to look forward to, but we have the satisfaction of knowing 
that when completed they will be all that can be reasonably wished for 
or expected. At present the nurses are occupying two rented houses, 
numbers 539 and 541 21st Street, N.W. These are within easy walking 
distance of the hospital, and although they are not quite all that could 
be desired, seem to meet the present requirements fairly well, and I 
think it may safely be said that the home life of the nurses is a happy 
and contented one. 

The Navy has been generous to its nurses in regard to its subsistence 
allowance, which is seventy-five cents a day per nurse for food alone; 
quarters, heat, light, etc., will be paid for out of another fund. We 
have already had the pleasure of welcoming as dinner guests Mrs. Kinney, 
superintendent of the Army Nurse Corps, and Miss Nevins, superinten¬ 
dent of the Garfield Memorial Hospital and Training School. The seven 
ex-army nurses of the Navy Corps were entertained by Mrs. Kinney on 
the evening of December 8 in her attractive apartment at the “ Bruns¬ 
wick.” This was a most enjoyable occasion, as all were old campaigners 
in the Philippines, Cuba, Porto Pico, etc., and consequently there were 
many old battles to be fought over again, and reminiscence of the pioneer 
work in the Army to he talked over and discussed. 


RULES FOR THE BABIES' FEEDINGS 

FROM THE LAKESIDE HOSPITAL 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Have ready at 11 a.m., sharp, all changes made by the physician in 
formula; for the day, empty bottles and left-over feedings, not including 
the 12 o’clock feedings, which the head orderly will take to the diet 
kitchen. 

As soon as the feedings are prepared, he will bring them to the 
wards. After the babies have taken their feedings, the bottles must be 
emptied, and carefully rinsed with tepid water and then with hot water, 
and turned upside down to dry. 

The nipples must be carefully washed after use, boiled and returned 



